
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when 
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.

Isaiah 43:2
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Taking That First Step
My wife, Cheryl, 
and I are the 
parents of four and 
grandparents of 
six—newborn to 
age 5. And we’ve 
discovered that one 

of the great joys of being grandparents 
is experiencing first parenting moments 
all over again.

You cherish so many wonderful “firsts”: 
your child’s first smile, first word, and that 
unsteady first step. I remember guiding 
each of our children as they would wobble 
across the room. Often they would only 
make it a step or two before sitting down 
with a thud. But, determined to figure out 
this thing, each one found the courage to 
push back up and try again.

As believers, we are often called on by 
God to step out of our comfort zone 
and follow His leading. Throughout 
the book of Genesis, we read about 
individuals who were challenged to 
follow God in new and sometimes 
bewildering ways.

Noah was called to build an ark, an 
enormous vessel without a large body of 
water nearby. We do not know if he had 
carpentry experience, but we do know 
that his friends and neighbors thought he 
had lost his mind. Despite any misgivings 
he might have had, Noah heard God’s 

instruction, picked up a hammer, and took 
that first step: “Noah did everything just 
as God commanded him” (Gen. 6:22).

Abram, as he was then known, 
was instructed by God to leave his 
father’s household in Ur and move to 
a new land. This was an enormous 
undertaking, and I’m sure not every 
member of his family was happy 
about it. But Abram understood God’s 
direction, packed up his things, and 
took that first step: “So Abram went, as 
the Lord had told him” (Gen. 12:4). 

God still leads His people today. He 
speaks to us through the pages of His 
Word, through the nudging of the Holy 
Spirit on our hearts and minds, and 
sometimes through His people. But that 
first step of obedience is not always 
easy. It may be terrifying. We may 
wobble and fall, but with His help we 
can push ourselves up and begin again. 

We can rest assured that, like He did 
in the lives of Noah and Abram, God 
is guiding us and caring for us each 
step of the way. Whether you are a 
new believer or a long-time follower of 
God, be open to His direction in your 
life. As we reflect on the courage and 
faithfulness displayed in the book of 
Genesis, we can also ask ourselves, 
“What is my next step today? Where is 
God leading?”  n
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THEOLOGY MATTERS
by Dr. John Koessler

The Three Calls

Believers often wonder whether 
they are called by God as 
Abraham was. We usually use the 

term called in connection with ministry 
or vocation. We say that we have been 
called to serve God in a particular 
location or capacity. But the Bible also 
uses the language of calling to speak 
of our experience of salvation and the 
obligation to live a holy life. 

Those who have trusted in Jesus 
Christ are referred to as God’s “elect” 
or chosen (Rom. 8:33; Eph. 1:11; 1 Peter 
1:1–2). To be chosen is to be called by 
God into a relationship with Christ  
(2 Peter 1:10). Those who belong to 
Christ are also “called to be his holy 
people” (1 Cor. 1:2). The order of these 
two calls is important. We must first 
be made holy by Christ before we can 
learn to be holy. 

Those who know Christ are called to 
serve Him. The context of this service 
may change over time. The apostle 
Paul is a good example. Paul’s initial 
call to faith came while he was traveling 
the road to Damascus. A persecutor 
of the church, Paul saw a light from 
heaven and heard the voice of Jesus 
commanding him to enter the city, 
where he would be told what to do 
next. After three days, a follower of 

Jesus named Ananias came to tell Paul 
that he was God’s chosen instrument 
to carry the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 
9:1–19). 

As this ministry unfolded, Paul experi-
enced other calls from God. While Paul 
was in Antioch, the Holy Spirit told the 
church to commission him for special 
missionary journey (Acts 13:1–3). During 
that journey Paul and his companion 
Barnabas planted churches and 
appointed leaders in various locations. 
On a later mission trip, God used a 
vision to reveal to Paul that he had 
been called to preach the gospel in 
Macedonia. This vision came after he 
had been kept from entering several 
other regions (Acts 16:1–10). 

Most believers do not experience God’s 
call in the same extraordinary way that 
Paul did. We do not see visions or hear 
the voice of God. But it is the same Holy 
Spirit who directs our lives. He shows 
us our need for Christ, calls us to be 
holy, and guides us in our service.  n

FOR FURTHER STUDY
To learn more about God’s call, read
Discerning the Voice of God: of God: of  How to How to How
Recognize When God Is God Is God  Speaking by
Priscilla Shirer (Moody Publishers). (Moody Publishers). (Moody



Take Moody with You
Have you ever been lost while on 
vacation? During the summer, many of 
us hit the road. It is always nice to get 
away and explore a new location. But 
whenever you go somewhere new, you 
do run the risk of getting lost. In what 
my kids call the “old days,” we would 
unfold a large paper map to find our 
way. Today, we enjoy the technology  
of our GPS, which gives us verbal, turn-
by-turn instructions on how to get to  
our destination.

How thankful I am that in life we don’t 
have to guess where to go and what 
to do. Some people seek life advice in 
unusual and often unreliable places, but 
God’s Word is our perfect map, guiding 
us safely to our heavenly destination. 
As believers, we can know without any 
doubt that God is directing our path. 
The psalmist writes, “Let the morning 
bring me word of your unfailing love, 
for I have put my trust in you. Show me 
the way I should go, for to you I entrust 
my life” (Ps. 143:8). Psalm 119:105 says, 
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light 
on my path.” No matter how confusing 
life may get, no matter how far we may 
wander, God provides clear directions 
for us through the pages of His Word. 
Like headlights on our car, He enables 

us to see the road, mile after mile, 
guiding us safely home.

So, no matter where you go this 
summer, spend time in God’s Word. 
Tuck your copy of Today in the Word 
into your suitcase and enjoy meditating 
on His truth. If you happen to forget 
your copy of Today in the Word, 
remember that it is always available to 
you online at todayintheword.com. We 
would also be happy to send it to you 
every day in your inbox as an email. 

And don’t forget that you can listen to 
Moody Radio as you travel. In addition 
to our 37 owned and operated stations 
across the United States, you can 
access Moody Radio online to hear 
biblical teaching, godly conversations, 
and uplifting music. Three of our 
Internet music streams: Majesty Radio, 
Praise & Worship, and Urban Praise 
are also available 24 hours a day at 
moodyradio.org.

We appreciate your continued 
partnership with Moody and your 
prayerful support of our ministries. 
Together let’s follow God’s perfect 
leading, and take the next step in our 
faith journey.  n

(800) 356-6639

FROM THE EDITORS
by Bruce Everhart



Book of Genesis: Hearing the Call of God

In “The Figure in the Carpet,” a story by Henry James, 
the narrator seeks to discover the secret meaning 
hidden in all the works of his favorite author. His 
quest ends in failure. The figure in the carpet remains 
elusive, ultimately unknowable.

The book of Genesis introduces us to life stories 
of ordinary people. Their stories, like a design of a 
Persian carpet, all reveal a pattern that gives their 
lives extraordinary meaning. Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Joseph heard God’s call on their lives 
and followed Him. As we study Genesis with Today 
in the Word this month, we’ll watch the beginning of 
many things, the grand themes of history—creation, 
sin, civilization, the covenant, the birth of nations, 
and Israel—play out in their lives. We’ll see how the 
Author of all life changes the lives of individual people. 
Thankfully God does not hide away, invisible and 
unknowable. He reveals Himself through the threads 
of each chapter and verse of His Word.

Our prayer this month is that this study would help 
us hear God more clearly and would show us His 
workmanship in the intricate pattern of our life stories. 
May we proclaim the mystery of the gospel, hidden in 
ages past, and fully revealed in Christ. May we follow 
Him with persistence and love Him with abandon.  n
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The Call of Mankind: In the Image of God
In most ancient Near Eastern creation 
stories, numerous deities seek power 
and create the world as a result of their 
chaos and conflict. Oftentimes, bodily 
parts of the deities become elements of 
creation. In one account, human beings 
were created to serve the gods and 
goddesses as slaves.

The creation account of Genesis, 
however, provides a stark contrast to  
the ancient alternatives. Genesis 1 
indicates a single God who created 
merely by speaking! That world reflected 
not chaos and conflict but orderliness, 
moving from emptiness to purposeful 
structure. And rather than creation being 
divine, Scripture emphasizes creation’s 
utter dependence upon the Creator for 
its existence. 

Moreover, there was no flaw in God’s 
original creation; He repeatedly 
affirmed that it was “good.” By the end 
of our reading, God declared His world 

“very good” (1:31) and then “rested from 
all his work” (2:2). In contrast to other 
ancient Near East creation stories, the 
God of the Bible alone is the powerful 
Creator and Ruler of the universe.

The climax of creation was humanity. 
Of all created things in the world, only 
humans were made “in the image 
of God” (1:27). Many commentators 
have wrestled with the meaning of 
this phrase, but certainly being made 
in God’s image refers to humanity’s 
unique call and responsibility to create 
and rule in the world on God’s behalf. 
Created as both male and female, 
humanity was to stand as God’s vice 
regents on Earth. They were given 
dominion over the Earth, told to fill it, 
and then given all they needed for their 
sustenance. Scriptures depict humanity 
not as slaves of capricious gods, but as 
those who are loved most dearly by our 
Creator and who are called to represent 
God faithfully.   

READ GENESIS 1:1–2:3 [GENESIS 1—2]

FRIDAY
JULY

1
So God created mankind in his own image  

. . . male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:27

The book of Genesis is about God’s unique call for 
humanity to represent Him on Earth, humanity’s 
failure in that call, and yet God’s continued 
faithfulness. Ask God to reveal how you may have 
failed to answer God’s call in your life. Then pray 
that this month’s study will open your eyes to the 
ways God has remained faithful to you in your life.

We’d like to start the month by 
praying for Public Safety officers 
on Moody’s Chicago campus. 
Uphold Brian Stoffer, Beau 
Pieniak, Andrea Smith, and Jacob 
Muscat in prayer today and ask 
that the Lord would keep them 
safe, as they protect others.



APPLYAPPLY THE THEAPPLYAPPLY THEAPPLYAPPLY  WORD WORD PRAY WITH US

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 7

Fall and Consequences
The world of advertising would have 
us believe that temptation is a benign, 
even funny, desire to do something that 
makes you happy. For example, the 
British company Gü airs a commercial 
for a chocolate dessert that ends with 
the words: “Give in to temptation.”

Today’s reading, however, underscores 
the seriousness of temptation and sin. 
The diabolical force behind the serpent 
becomes clear as it challenged the 
reasonableness and truthfulness of 
God’s commands. Eve’s temptation 
here was neither benign nor funny. She 
was being tempted by the desire to 
become like God Himself! Tragically, 
Eve succumbed to the serpent’s lies, 
and Adam readily participated as well.

The results of humanity’s disobedience 
were terrible. They were permeated with 
immediate shame over their nakedness, 
fear when God approached them in the 
garden, broken relationships as they 

blamed each other, and curses upon 
all—humanity and creation alike. As 
God spoke to each one involved, they 
heard the devastating consequences 
of their sin: humiliation, pain, toil, death, 
and even fratricide! Through their act of 
disobedience, humanity had ruined their 
perfect world and forced themselves into 
exile. Genesis 3 paints the true picture of 
yielding to temptation.

Despite these consequences, God did 
not abandon humanity. In the midst of 
the curses, God offered a glimmer of 
hope. Speaking to the serpent, God 
declared: “I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your 
head, and you will strike his heel” (3:15). 
These words proclaimed that one day 
God would set things right by providing 
an offspring who would crush the head 
of sin and death. The good news had 
been promised, but humanity would 
have to wait for its fulfillment.

I will put enmity between . . . your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.

Genesis 3:15

READ GENESIS 3:1–4:16 [GENESIS 3—4]

2
SATURDAY 

JULY

At the heart of the temptation to sin lies a lack of 
trust in the goodness and truthfulness of God’s 
Word. In what areas of your life are you tempted to 
question God’s character and put your own desires 
first? Make an honest list of those things and 
confess them before God. Then thank God for His 
fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 in the person of Jesus!

Please continue to keep Moody’s 
Public Safety staff in prayer: 
Justin Copelin, Kyle Hopp, Marc 
Lazarescu, Steven Cascio, and 
Whitney Fletcher. We appreciate 
their diligent service and godly 
attitude to their duties on campus.
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The Call of Noah: Build an Ark
The world’s population today stands at 
some seven billion people. Following 
God’s original command to “be fruitful 
and increase” (Gen. 1:28), the world 
is now full of human beings. But 
as our reading shows, humanity’s 
original increase suffered from the 
consequences of the Fall.

Whatever the enigmatic references to 
“sons of God” and the Nephilim might 
be (and scholars do not all agree), the 
underlying point remains clear: with the 
increase of humanity came an increase 
in depravity. Scripture explains the 
extent of human sin: God saw “how 
great the wickedness of the human 
race had become on the earth, and that 
every inclination of the thoughts of the 
human heart was only evil all the time” 
(v. 5). Later, God described the earth 
as corrupted by the people and “filled 
with violence” (vv. 12–13). As a result, 
God “regretted” (literally “was grieved 
about”) the state in which humanity now 

lived (v. 6). The joy of God’s creation 
had now become His sorrow.

In response, God determined to put an 
end to humanity’s destructive violence 
with a violent judgment. But notice His 
underlying mercy and grace, even in 
judgment. Rather than leave humanity 
to its destructive end, God would not 
abandon His original purposes for them 
to be in a life-giving relationship with 
Himself. The flood was a means of re-
creation, with Noah and the ark being 
His instruments of that merciful restart.

And so God called Noah, a “righteous 
man” who “walked faithfully with God”  
(v. 9), to build an ark of rescue. God 
made a covenant with Noah, a call of 
relationship and salvation, for this is 
God’s way throughout Genesis and 
throughout the Bible. Despite human 
sin, God does not abandon us; rather, 
through His grace and mercy, He calls us 
into a covenantal, saving relationship.    

READ GENESIS 6 [GENESIS 5—6]

SUNDAY
JULY

3
Can a mother forget the baby at her breast . . . ? 

Though she may forget, I will not forget you!
Isaiah 49:15

Isaiah 49:15–16 aptly summarizes God’s tireless 
love for us, His unwillingness to give up on us 
despite our sin. Look up that passage today and 
copy it on a notecard. Then put it in a prominent 
place at work, school, or home to remind you 
throughout the coming week that God’s love and 
compassion for us are never ending.

Would you include in your prayers 
the ministry of Dr. Timothy Arens, 
VP and dean of Student Life? Dr. 
Arens is a veteran at Moody, and 
we pray God would continue to 
use his extensive experience in 
serving students.
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The Flood
In recent times we have seen a number 
of catastrophic weather events. From the 
2004 tsunami in Indonesia, Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, to the earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan in 2011, the world has 
experienced the destructive powers of 
water. But even these natural disasters 
do not compare to the Flood of Genesis. 
Scripture emphasizes the Flood’s utter 
destruction. Just as God promised 
to “wipe from the face of the earth 
every living creature” (7:4), so by the 
end we are told that every living thing 
“perished,” “died,” and was “wiped out” 
(vv. 21–23). Only those with Noah in the 
ark were spared.

But notice that even this destructive 
punishment was bringing about a new 
creation. The parallels with the creation 
narrative in Genesis 1 are striking. Just 
as the original lands emerged from 
the waters covering the earth, so now 
God re-covered the whole earth with 
water, from which land emerged. Just 

as God’s Spirit hovered over the original 
waters of creation, so now God sent a 
wind to bring forth land after the flood. 
Just as God called His original creation 
to multiply, so after the Flood the 
inhabitants of the ark were commanded 
to “be fruitful and increase in number” 
(8:17). And just as humanity’s original sin 
brought curses upon themselves and 
the created order, now after the Flood 
God promised never again to “curse the 
ground because of humans” (8:24). 

Through the waters of the Flood, 
God had renewed and restored His 
creation, purging humanity’s pervasive 
violence and wickedness from the 
earth. Scripture’s words in Genesis 8:1 
summarize well the central point: “But 
God remembered Noah and all the  
wild animals and the livestock that were 
with him in the ark.” God’s punishment 
often has merciful aims, and even in  
His judgment, God does not forget  
His people.

If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here!

2 Corinthians 5:17

READ GENESIS 7—8

4
MONDAY

JULY

This Independence Day, when we remember the 
freedoms Americans enjoy, be reminded also of the 
true spiritual freedom from sin and death we have 
in Christ. Just as God brought forth a new creation 
for Noah and his family, so too for us: “If anyone is 
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Independence Day is a good time 
to look back at the glorious past 
of the United States and praise 
God for the Christian roots of our 
country. Today, let’s pray for its 
present and future, asking  our 
faithful God to heal our land. 
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The Covenant with Noah
In 1776, the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence formed a new 
government around a set of 
fundamental beliefs: the existence of 
God, a set of God-given laws of Nature, 
and certain “self-evident” truths and 
“inalienable rights” belonging to all. 

Our Founding Fathers did not cite 
Genesis 9, but they could have, for in 
our reading today God granted humanity 
both the responsibility of governing 
the world and protecting the value of 
human life made in the image of God. 
Just as God had commanded Adam and 
Eve, who were made in God’s image, to 
increase and rule over the earth, after 
the Flood God commanded Noah and 
his family to increase, rule, and protect 
human life made in His image.

But God’s word to Noah was not 
just about human authority and 
responsibility. God also issued His 
own responsibilities and promises in 

the form of a covenant. In fact, God’s 
covenant was so important that He 
mentioned it eight times in nine verses. 
What did that covenant entail? 

First, it was God’s promise to never 
again destroy the earth with a flood. 
Second, the sign of the covenant was 
the “bow” set in the sky. Judgment 
was over and God’s “weapon” of 
punishment was put to rest. Third, 
God’s covenant was not temporary, 
but an “everlasting” promise for all 
generations (vv. 12, 16). Despite the 
sin of Ham to follow (vv. 18–27), and 
its consequent curses, God would 
not recant His promises. Finally, this 
covenant was not just between God 
and humanity. It included all of creation. 
God established His covenant with 
“every living creature” and “all the life of 
the earth” (vv. 10, 12, 15–17). He called it 
a covenant “between me and the earth” 
(v. 13). Nothing was outside the scope of 
God’s promised love.

READ GENESIS 9

TUESDAY
JULY

5
 I will remember my covenant between me and you 

and all living creatures of every kind. 
Genesis 9:15

How often do we think about God’s creation as part 
of His covenant? Find time today to take a walk in 
the woods or a local park. As you stroll, be attentive 
to the sights, sounds, and scents of the natural 
world around you. With all your senses, take in 
God’s created world in a new way, recognizing that 
all of this is part of God’s covenantal love.

Your prayers will be an 
encouragement to Janet Stiven, 
vice president and general 
counsel. Pray that all Moody’s 
legal matters will continue to 
be handled with integrity and 
godliness, as a testimony to 
unbelievers and for God’s glory.
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The Tower of Babel
Through Facebook, Instagram, and 
YouTube, many are finding it easier and 
easier to make themselves known to 
friends and strangers alike. And with 
the rise of gated communities and TSA 
checkpoints at airports, people are 
desperately seeking to find safety in an 
uncertain world. Notoriety and security: 
two things many people seek in life.

The ancient world was no exception. 
Recall that after the Flood, Noah and 
his sons were told to multiply and fill 
the earth. Earlier, Genesis 10 described 
the partial fulfillment of that command 
through the genealogies of Noah’s 
sons. This record shows how the 
ancient nations came about through 
the descendants of Japheth, Ham, and 
Shem. Would these increasing numbers 
of humanity remain faithful to God?

Unfortunately, as Genesis 11 tells us, they 
would not. The descendants of Noah 
settled in one place and then attempted 

to build a city with a great tower that 
reached the heavens. Their two-fold 
reason: “So that we may make a 
name for ourselves; otherwise we will 
be scattered over the face of the whole 
earth” (11:4). They sought for themselves 
notoriety in the world, and security from 
the uncertainty of migration. Rather 
than being content with God’s provision 
in the world, this post-Flood humanity, 
like Adam and Eve, attempted to take 
control of their own lives.

As a result, God put a stop to their 
designs by confusing their language 
and scattering them throughout the 
earth. It would appear that this new 
generation of mankind would be just as 
resistant to God’s commands as they 
were before the Flood. Nevertheless, 
God did not give up on humanity, for 
the genealogy at the end of Genesis 
11 introduces for us a flicker of hope 
in a man God would use for His own 
purposes: Abram. 

You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession. 

1 Peter 2:9

READ GENESIS 11

6
WEDNESDAY 

JULY

How many of us have followed the way of Babel in 
trying to make a name for ourselves through the way 
we use social media? For today, decide not to post 
any photos or updates on these sites, and turn instead 
to prayer and Scripture memorization. Let the words 
of 1 Peter 2:9 become the day’s theme, thanking God 
that your worth depends on belonging to Him.    

Please include in your prayers 
Brenda Crump, Paul Brackley, 
and Stephen Richardson from 
Procurement Services. As they 
purchase all the necessary 
equipment for Moody employees 
and students in Chicago, we ask 
God to bless their service.
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The Call of Abram: Out of Ur
Anyone who has moved knows the 
stress of packing up, saying goodbye to 
loved ones, and then transitioning into 
a new city, neighborhood, and home. It 
is one thing to move to a new city; how 
much harder to move to a new country! 

The call of Abram was no small thing. 
It was a radical call to leave country, 
family, and friends for a foreign land. 
Earlier, Abram’s family had already 
moved from Ur to Haran. Now God 
called Abram to travel hundreds of miles 
farther to the land of Canaan. This was 
a time of decision. Abram could remain 
comfortable in Haran with his own 
people and customs, or he could take 
a step of faith in God’s call. God had 
promised Abram land, descendants, and 
great blessing—but all of this was still 
promise, not yet reality. 

In fact, Scripture tells us that there 
were clear threats to God’s promises. 

Sarai was infertile (11:30) and the land 
of promise was already occupied. 
Moreover, a famine soon forced Abram 
out of the Promised Land into Egypt. 
There, the promise of descendants was 
further jeopardized by Pharaoh. Would 
God’s word hold true? 

The early picture of Abram is a mixed 
one. On the one hand, as Hebrews 
11 tells us, Abram was a man of great 
faith who believed in God’s promises, 
left his old ways, and embarked on a 
new journey in response to God’s call, 
erecting altars and worshiping the Lord 
as he journeyed (Heb. 11:8–10). Yet 
Abram was also a man who faltered, 
particularly in his dealing with Sarai in 
Egypt. Yet despite Abram’s weak faith at 
this point, God’s treatment of Pharaoh 
demonstrates that God was still in 
control. The promises of God were 
secure in the Lord’s hands.

READ GENESIS 12

THURSDAY
JULY

7
I will bless you . . . and all peoples on earth will be 

blessed through you.
Genesis 12:2–3

What things might God be calling you to turn from 
in order that your faithful obedience might bring 
blessing? Make a list of such activities or habits, 
and commit to leaving them behind to follow 
God’s leading. Then ask God to make that choice a 
blessing for yourself and others. 

Please lift up in prayer Dr. Paul 
Nyquist, Moody’s president, as 
he leads Moody Global Ministries 
in today’s complicated world. We 
pray for the Holy Spirit’s power 
and God’s sustaining grace to 
permeate his every step and 
ministry decision.
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Faith Versus Sight
“This town ain’t big enough for the both 
of us,” a line made popular by early 
Western films, is now a stock phrase 
used to convey the idea that two 
people cannot share the same space. 
It could also describe Abram and Lot in 
today’s reading.

After returning from Egypt, Abram and 
Lot had grown so rich in livestock that 
the land could no longer support them 
both. As they went their separate ways, 
Scripture portrays a clear contrast 
between them. Despite God’s blessings, 
Lot demonstrated no relationship with 
the Lord. He chose what appeared 
to be the best of the land—the well-
watered and fertile plain of the Jordan. 
But there was a problem. The area was 
inhabited by wicked people who “were 
sinning greatly against the LORD” (v. 13). 
This apparently presented no hesitation 
for Lot who quickly “pitched his tents 
near Sodom” (v. 12).

Abram’s action, on the other hand, 
demonstrated his faith. Blessed also by 
God with abundance, Abram returned 
to one of his original altars near Bethel 
and “called on the name of the LORD” 
(v. 4). Although promised the whole land 
of Canaan, Abram was not anxious to 
grasp it all for himself; rather he allowed 
Lot first choice, in order to avoid strife.

In response, God spoke to Abram 
again, reaffirming His promises, this 
time with more details. The promise 
of land is reiterated, described as all 
that Abram can see in every direction. 
God even encouraged Abram to walk 
throughout the land itself. Second, the 
promise of descendants was reaffirmed, 
so numerous that they could be likened 
to the “dust of the earth” (v. 16). Abram’s 
response to God’s word was yet 
another act of worship. Lot chose and 
lived by sight; Abram by faith.

For we live by faith, not by sight.
2 Corinthians 5:7

READ GENESIS 13 [GENESIS 13—14]

8
FRIDAY 

JULY

What might God be calling you to do in faith this 
week? Give more generously, even when finances 
seem tight? Speak Christ’s love to a neighbor even 
when they seem uninterested? Confess a previous 
sin even when it seems scary to do so? Ask God for 
the eyes of faith today, then act in response, trusting 
God’s promises to provide for all your needs.

Today, we have the privilege to 
uphold in prayer Moody trustees 
who serve Moody Global Ministries 
with their talents, experience, and 
time. May the Lord grant them 
insight and wisdom, and may His 
name be glorified in their ministry 
at Moody.
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The Covenant with Abram
In the ancient Near East, covenants 
were sometimes sealed by a symbolic 
ritual. Sacrificial animals were cut in 
half and each party of the covenant 
walked between the halved pieces. The 
meaning was significant: if one of them 
did not keep their end of the covenant 
agreement, they should be treated like 
one of the severed animals.

This cultural background is important. 
God again reaffirmed His promises 
to Abram, culminating in a symbolic 
covenantal ceremony. But first, Abram 
had questions. In light of God’s promise 
of protection and reward, Abram 
wondered who would benefit, given his 
lack of a son and heir? God’s response 
was to point Abram to the stars as a 
symbol of the number of descendants 
he would have. Abram did not press 
the point; instead, he “believed 
the LORD, and He credited it to him as 
righteousness” (v. 6). Genuine questions 
did not preclude genuine faith.

Next, Abram offered a second question: 
How will he know that he will possess 
this land? Once again, God reaffirmed 
His promise, this time in dramatic 
fashion. He ordered Abram to obtain 
sacrificial animals. Abram then cut 
them in half and placed them on the 
ground. What happened next was both 
strange and wonderful. God Himself, 
represented by a smoking firepot and 
blazing torch, passed through the 
severed animal pieces. In doing so,  
“the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram” (v. 18). 

The message to Abram was clear. His 
descendants, though facing oppression 
for a time, would one day possess the 
land. In fact, the Lord (and not Abram!) 
undertook the ancient covenantal cere-
mony as a sign of His commitment to 
His promise. In other words, God put 
His own life on the line for this covenant 
with Abram! 

READ GENESIS 15

SATURDAY
JULY

9
Do not be afraid. . . . I am your shield, your very 

great reward.
Genesis 15:1

Have we really understood the depths of God’s 
promises to Abram and to us? In fact, God has 
offered the life of His own Son that we might have 
life in Him! Find the Charles Wesley hymn “And 
Can It Be” and, as you sing or listen to it, note the 
end of the first stanza: “Amazing love! How can it 
be, / That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?” 

Steven Mogck, executive VP and 
chief operating officer, welcomes 
your prayers today. Ask the Lord 
to direct him in all the decisions 
he makes daily at Moody and to 
encourage Steven and his teams 
with His grace and love.



APPLYAPPLY THE THEAPPLYAPPLY THEAPPLYAPPLY  WORD WORD PRAY WITH US

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 15

Sign of the Covenant
As an author said, “Impossible odds 
set the stage for amazing miracles.” By 
Genesis 17, Abram and Sarai surely felt 
the seemingly impossible odds against 
the fulfillment of God’s promises to 
them. Dare they hope for a miracle? 

Abram was now ninety-nine years old 
and still without a child. In the previous 
chapter he and Sarai had tried to have 
an heir through her maid, Hagar. But the 
resulting child, Ishmael, produced strife, 
not family blessing. Now in today’s 
reading, twenty-three years after Abram 
first entered Canaan, God reaffirmed 
His covenant promises to Abram and 
Sarai. His word was clear: “I will make 
nations of you, and kings will come from 
you” (v. 6). The whole land of Canaan 
would be their possession, and the 
covenant would be “an everlasting 
covenant” (v. 7).

From a human perspective, things 
seemed impossible. But God’s promises 

never fail, and now God called Abram 
to prove his trust in two important 
ways. First, there would be a name 
change. Childless Abram would now be 
called “Abraham” (meaning “father of a 
multitude”), and Sarai would be called 
“Sarah” (meaning “princess”—a mother 
of kings). A change in name meant a 
change in reality, even if Abraham could 
not yet see it.

Second, God called Abraham to 
seal the covenant through the act 
of circumcision. All males under 
Abraham’s authority were to receive 
this sign, for “My covenant in your 
flesh is to be an everlasting covenant” 
(v. 13). Circumcision signified that any 
who broke the covenant would be 
“cut off” from God’s blessing. In the 
end, Abraham’s laughter indicated his 
doubts. But notice his implicit faith as 
well: he called Sarah by her new name 
(v. 17) and then circumcised all males in 
his household as God commanded.

I will establish my covenant as an everlasting 
covenant between me and you and your descendants 

after you. 
Genesis 17:7

READ  GENESIS 17 [GENESIS 16—17]

10
SUNDAY

JULY

Like Abraham’s story, the Christian life is often 
a journey of faith mixed with doubt. What are 
the difficulties in your life that threaten your 
faith? Spend time in prayer today, lifting up 
those challenges to God. Then ask the Lord to 
strengthen your faith in His promise of provision 
and care, even in the face of “impossible odds.”     

WCRF, one of Moody Radio’s 
37 owned and operated 
stations, ministers in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. Pray for its staff—
Scott Krus, Paul Carter, Kathleen 
Zion, Brian Dahlen, and Alice 
Andrews—as they bring the saving 
message of Jesus to listeners.
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Abraham’s Visitors
The idea of hospitality today evokes 
images of caring for guests you have 
invited into your home. But in ancient 
Israel, hospitality meant entertaining 
strangers and travelers, whoever they 
were. Caring for strangers was an 
important mark of human righteousness.

Abraham demonstrated that virtue by 
showing generous hospitality to three 
strangers. He provided not only water 
and shade, but an abundant meal from 
the best of his possessions. But these 
were no ordinary visitors. In some 
mysterious way, the Lord Himself was 
present among them, as the ensuing 
conversation clearly reveals.

Once again, God reasserted His 
promise of a son to the aged Sarah 
and Abraham. This time it was Sarah 
who laughed at the idea. Yet, despite 
Sarah’s faltering faith, God proclaimed: 
“Is anything too hard for the Lord? I 
will return to you at the appointed time 

next year, and Sarah will have a son” (v. 
14). Later in the text, God reiterated the 
promise to multiply Abraham’s line as a 
blessing to all the nations of the earth, 
underscoring God’s intentions: “For 
I have chosen him, so that he will . . . 
keep the way of the Lord by doing what 
is right and just” (v. 19).

If Abraham was to be a blessing to the 
world, he needed to learn justice. The 
Lord would demonstrate that justice to 
Abraham in His dealings with Sodom 
and Gomorrah whose “sin [was] so 
grievous” (v. 20). Yet even in the coming 
judgment upon these wicked cities, 
God also demonstrated mercy. In bold 
faith, Abraham pleaded for the city on 
behalf of the righteous who lived there. 
And through his persistent requests, 
Abraham secured the promise that 
God would spare the city if just ten 
righteous people were found within it. 
In God there is both perfect justice and 
abundant mercy.

READ GENESIS 18

MONDAY
JULY

11
Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness 

and peace kiss each other.
Psalm 85:10

Christians around the world today face regular 
persecution, loss of home, and death for their faith. 
Our first response may be to call for God’s justice on 
the wicked. But how often do we pray for God’s mercy 
toward a city or nation on behalf of the righteous in it? 
Plead with the Lord today that he would pour out both 
His justice and His mercy in the earth.

Please support in prayer Dr. 
James Spencer who recently 
started his service as vice 
president and dean of Moody 
Bible Institute. We pray for 
renewed vision, good teamwork, 
and encouragement in leading our 
Undergraduate School.
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The Destructiveness of Sin
The old adage says, “If you play with 
fire, you’re going to get burned.” The 
same is true with sin. Just as fire burns, 
so sin destroys. Those who play with sin 
will one day reap the consequences, as 
our reading for today highlights. 

The angels from the last chapter came 
to Sodom next. Pressed by Lot to stay 
in his home, the visitors accepted 
the hospitality. But the wickedness of 
Sodom became clear. All the men of the 
city gathered around and demanded 
access to the two strangers, “so that 
we can have sex with them” (v. 5). Lot 
refused, and even after his appalling 
attempt to placate them with his own 
daughters, they persisted in their 
demand and then threatened Lot as 
well. Lot was rescued only when the 
angels pulled him back into the house 
and struck the men with blindness. 

All of this underscores the wickedness 
of the city, but also notice how strong 

the pull of sin can be. Despite the 
angels’ clear warnings about the 
coming destruction, Lot hesitated and 
his sons-in-law refused to leave. The 
angels had to physically lead Lot’s 
family by the hand away from the city. 
Even then, Lot’s wife turned back— 
and died.

The final scenes demonstrate the 
destructive power of sin, both on the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and in 
the life of Lot. As dawn approached, 
God destroyed the cities with burning 
sulfur, seen even by Abraham from a 
distance. And then, living in a cave with 
his daughters, further tragedy unfolded 
for Lot. Worried about remaining 
childless, Lot’s daughters intoxicate 
their father and slept with him, forcing 
Lot to commit incest unknowingly. 
God’s mercy in saving Lot is clear, but 
sin and its destructive consequences 
overshadow the entire chapter. 

The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the 
tent of the upright will flourish.

Proverbs 14:11

READ GENESIS 19

12
TUESDAY 

JULY

The destructive pull of sin must be actively resisted. 
Consider what actions you can take to remove the 
power of temptation in your life: what you watch on 
the television or computer, the company you keep, 
or even the places you shop. Ask God to help you 
remove these destructive forces in your life and to 
replace them with His Word and godly influences. 

Bryan Litfin, David Finkbeiner, 
David Rim, John Clark, Kevin 
Zuber, and Gregg Quiggle—
professors in the Undergraduate 
School’s Theology department—
carry a challenging task of training 
faithful servants of Christ. Would 
you pray for them today?
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Unexpected Faith
On mountains, the tree line marks the 
point of elevation where lack of warmth 
and moisture make the growth of trees 
difficult. Yet even in this inhospitable 
location, it is possible to discover 
unexpected, beautiful flowers poking 
up through the rocks. 

We find unexpected faith in today’s 
reading, but not in Abraham or Sarah. 
Abraham demonstrated his continued 
waffling between faith and doubt. 
Having moved south, and again fearing 
for his life, he told the king of Gerar that 
Sarah was his sister. Sarah also was 
complicit in this deceit. So Abimelek 
took Sarah for his wife, not realizing she 
was a married woman. Unlike the similar 
account in Genesis 12, this time God 
intervened directly, warning Abimelek 
of his danger and commanding him to 
return Sarah to her husband.

But do not miss the irony in the story: 
Abimelek was more righteous than 

Abraham! When God confronted the 
king, Abimelek pleaded ignorance and 
innocence. He had taken Sarah only 
after both Abraham and Sarah claimed 
to be siblings; the king had acted with 
a clear conscience. Remarkably, God 
agreed, and Abimelek immediately 
obeyed God by returning Sarah.

Abraham, on the other hand, had lied 
out of fear, and then, when confronted 
with his lie, offered a technicality as an 
explanation to the king. Indeed, it was 
the pagan Abimelek who chastised 
Abraham, saying: “What were you 
thinking of, that you did this thing?” 
(v. 10, RSV). Abraham confessed his 
assumption that there was “no fear of 
God in this place” (v. 11), but in the end 
Abimelek proved both God-fearing and 
generous—note his gift to Abraham of 
land and possession. Sometimes we 
can find God-fearing people in the most 
unexpected places.

READ GENESIS 20

WEDNESDAY
JULY

13
People look at the outward appearance, but 

the LORD looks at the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7

This story reminds us that we never know where 
we might find hearts ready to yield to God. Make 
a list of five people you know that seem hardened 
toward God. Then pray for them specifically, 
asking that God would soften their hearts and 
that you would have a chance to share the love of 
Christ with them sometime this week.

Again, we invite you to pray for 
Moody Bible Institute’s Theology 
professors: Marcus Johnson, 
Michael McDuffee, Richard Weber, 
Sanjay Merchant, and Bryan 
O’Neal. Ask the Lord to give them 
resources, encouragement, and 
joy in their work.
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The Lord Will Provide
Many people today imagine God as a 
grandfatherly therapist interested only 
in our self-esteem and a life of ease 
and comfort. The idea that we have a 
God who may also test and try us is 
offensive to many. Today’s Scripture 
offers us the opportunity to see who 
God really is.

As God had promised, Abraham and 
Sarah bore a son, Isaac. Like his name, 
Isaac brought “laughter” as the child of 
promise, the one through whom God 
would fulfill His promise to multiply 
Abraham’s descendants in the land. 
Finally, God’s word was fulfilled!

Then came the shocking command-
ment. God called Abraham to sacrifice as 
a burnt offering “your son, your only son, 
whom you love” (22:2). Do not miss the 
extreme challenge. If Abraham obeyed, 
then God’s promise of descendants 
would vanish. If Abraham disobeyed, his 
trust would be more in his son than in God. 

Remarkably, Abraham obeyed. He 
gathered his son and the needed 
supplies and journeyed to the mountain 
for sacrifice. When questioned by 
Isaac, Abraham’s response was a 
simple, profound faith: “God himself will 
provide” (22:8). 

At the last moment God intervened and 
prevented Abraham from slaying his 
son. Instead, He provided a ram as a 
substitute sacrifice. Abraham reiterated 
his earlier statement of faith by naming 
the place “the LORD Will Provide” 
(22:14). In turn, God proclaimed again 
His promises to Abraham: numerous 
descendants in the land and blessing 
for all the nations of the earth. Abraham 
may have been tempted to cling to 
Isaac in order to fulfill God’s promises, 
but today’s episode teaches Abraham 
(and us) that it is not we who fulfill God’s 
word, but God Himself who keeps His 
promises. Our efforts are nothing without 
God. It is the Lord who will provide. 

My God will meet all your needs according to the 
riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:19

READ GENESIS 21:1–7; 22:1–19 [GENESIS 21—22]
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Our God did not avoid suffering but provided His 
own Son as a sacrifice on our behalf. Our trials 
often remind us that it is God who provides for 
our needs, even in the face of struggle. We should 
never choose the gift over the Giver, and when we 
are suffering we can take comfort knowing that 
our Savior also suffered and remained faithful. 

Dr. John Jelinek, VP and dean of 
Moody Theological Seminary, asks 
you to focus your prayers today 
on MTS’s open house, Next Step, 
on Moody’s Chicago campus. Pray 
for the Lord to lead students to 
the seminary by His Spirit.



Q  Why do I find it so difficult to 
pray? I want to begin my day 
with God, but when I wake 

up, I feel like there’s too much to do to 
make prayer practical. 

A You, of course, are not alone. 
First, you have a body that 
doesn’t want to get out of bed, 

an agenda that prompts you to put it off 
until you can find more time at the end 
of the day, and that nagging feeling that 
maybe prayers don’t change a thing, 
anyway. It’s that ongoing battle that 
we fight against the world, the flesh, 
and the devil (Eph. 6:12; 1 John 2:16). 
In the Garden of Eden, Adam knew 
what it meant to seek a conversation 
with God, to seek to know what He 
wants, and to desire to do what He 
wants. Since Adam and Eve fell into 
sin, the relationship with God has been 
fractured, and we find talking with God, 
reading the Word, and obeying it can 
be just plain hard work. We are fighting 
against our own sin nature continuously 
(Rom. 7:18–20). 

The best answer to this problem is, 
to paraphrase the sneaker company, 
just do it. Wake up in the morning, and 
before you even get out of bed offer a 
simple greeting to God: “Good morning, 
God. I love you, God, and I know you 
love me too. God, what are you up to? 
Whatever it is, I want to be a part of it 
this morning.” 

We think prayer has to be long, formal 
conversations. Instead it can be simple 
sentences offered throughout the day, 
giving God praise, making a confession, 
sharing our needs, or offering Him 
thanksgiving. When prayer becomes 
real like this, it becomes as vital to our 
lives as breathing. We discover it’s not a 
chore or burden, it’s the sweetest time 
in our day. “Good morning, God. I love 
you, God, and I know you love me, too.”

Q  I have friends who I believe 
are born again, and we often 
talk about our faith. One thing 

that comes up is their very strong 
belief in purgatory. What does the 
Bible say about that? 

A Frankly, I believe that it says 
absolutely nothing. Purgatory 
refers to an in-between state 

where believers who die are further 
tested before moving on to heaven. 
Some suggest that it’s mentioned in  
1 Corinthians 3:13. I believe, though, that 
the passage refers to a testing of future 
ministers of the Word. The problem 
with the concept of purgatory is that it 
implies that what Christ Jesus did on 
Calvary wasn’t good enough, and that 
somehow there will be a further time 
after death when we can work some 
more on overcoming sin. But as the old 
hymn says, “Jesus paid it all / all to Him 
we owe.” From the cross He underlined 
the all-sufficiency of Calvary when He 

QUESTION AND ANSWER
By Mike Kellogg, Moody Radio Host (Retired)
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said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). We 
can do nothing to make ourselves fit for 
heaven, not through our good works 
while we are alive on this earth nor 
through some notion of suffering in 
purgatory after death. Jesus took the 
penalty for our sin, and all those who 
trust in Him now find that “to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the 
Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8).

Q  Some people say that when 
Jesus died He died for all—
which means that everyone 

is going to be saved whether they 
receive Him or want Him or not. If 
this is true, why have missions or 
missionaries?

A We need missions and 
missionaries because that is 
not true! We need those who 

follow the command of Christ to shout 
the gospel from Jerusalem to Samaria 
and to the uttermost parts of the earth 
(see Matt. 28:19–20). Jesus is the one 
way and the one truth—and salvation 
comes to those who put their trust in 
Him (see John 14:6). He has made the 
offer of salvation available to all who 
would believe in Him, but they must 
accept this gift in order to be in a saving 
relationship with God. 

We need people who will take this 
message of good news of the offer of 
salvation to a mission field that is ripe for 

harvest (John 4:35). Every child of God 
should share the gospel through both 
our words and deeds, telling others how 
Jesus has changed our lives and inviting 
them to accept the gift of salvation He 
has made possible for them. 

Q  As I listen to speeches given 
by the various candidates 
for president, I am terribly 

confused. They make so many 
conflicting promises, it’s hard to know 
exactly what to believe. What are we 
as Christians to do?

A The words of the apostle 
Paul are as relevant for our 
situation today as at the time 

he wrote them under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit: “I urge, then, first of all, 
that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people—
for kings and all those in authority, that 
we may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness” (1 Tim. 
2:1–2). Though we might feel confused 
or dismayed by the promises of political 
leaders, the Lord remains in control 
(see Prov. 21:1; Rom. 13:1–7). What 
God desires from Christians during an 
election season are our prayers and our 
commitment to holy lives that please 
Him. No matter who wins an election, 
our confidence in God should remain 
firm, knowing that He is the ruler of the 
Universe and the Lord of our lives. 

From the cross Christ underlined the all-sufficiency  
of Calvary when He said, “It is finished.”

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 21
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God’s Faithful Providence
Transitions can be difficult, whether it’s 
a move to a new home, life after the 
death of a loved one, or the transfer of 
the family business. Today’s Scripture 
presents a challenging transition for 
Abraham and Isaac.

In the previous chapter Abraham’s wife, 
Sarah, had died, and now the challenge 
was clear. Isaac needed a wife from 
his own people who would be willing 
to come to Canaan. Without a wife, 
the promise of descendants would 
fail. But if Isaac left Canaan to find a 
wife elsewhere, God’s promise of the 
land would be in jeopardy. Abraham 
understood the situation well, and 
commissioned his servant to travel back 
to Haran to find a wife for Isaac.

Details in the unfolding narrative 
highlight the faithfulness of those 
involved. Abraham held firm to the 
promise of both descendants and land. 
The servant demonstrated faithfulness 

to Abraham in carrying out his mission, 
and trust in God through prayer. 
The text also shows us the virtue of 
Rebekah through her service and 
hospitality to Abraham’s servant and 
her unhesitating obedience to God’s 
call upon her life.  

But underlying the whole story is the 
faithfulness and providence of God. 
No amount of human ingenuity could 
orchestrate the outcome so perfectly. 
The servant ended up at just the right 
well, at just the right time. Rebekah 
appeared out of nowhere in answer 
to a prayer. Then we discover that she 
was actually related to the family of 
Abraham and Isaac! The providential 
experience of the servant was so 
remarkable that Scripture relays it 
twice in one chapter. The servant’s own 
words capture well the theological point 
of the chapter: “Praise be to the LORD . . . 
who has not abandoned His kindness 
and faithfulness to my master” (24:27).

READ GENESIS 24 [GENESIS 23—24]
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Praise be to the LORD . . . who has not abandoned 

his kindness and faithfulness.
Genesis 24:27

What transitions do you or your church face? Is 
your focus on the coming problems or the faithful 
providence of the God who provides? In prayer 
today, hand over to God the fear and uncertainty 
of change. Ask for a stronger faith in God’s hand, 
using the words of Abraham’s servant: God does 
not withhold His love and faithfulness. 

During the next three says, please 
join us as we pray for the faculty 
on our Spokane, WA, campus. 
Praise God for the faithful 
service of Beverly Tronsen, Brian 
Jaworski, Chris Rappazini,  
Craig Ferderer, Daniel Ward,  
and David Beine.
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Do Not Be Afraid
The saying “like father, like son” means 
that a child displays similar characteris-
tics as his father. The expression has 
been around since at least the 1300s, 
but the sentiment is certainly older than 
that, as today’s reading shows.

As the Genesis narrative shifts from 
Abraham to the next generations, 
Genesis 26 is the only detailed material 
we have about Isaac. But the similarities 
between father and son are clear. 
Like Abram’s call from Haran, Isaac 
was called to “live in the land where 
I tell you to live” (v. 2). Likewise, God 
reaffirmed the Abrahamic promises for 
Isaac: His presence, land for Isaac’s 
descendants, offspring as numerous as 
the stars, and blessing for the nations. 
God’s covenant with Abraham was 
extended to his son Isaac as well. 

Yet, like his father, Isaac lied about his 
wife being his sister. Rather than rely 
on God’s promises, Isaac demonstrated 

fear in the face of uncertainty. Just as 
Abimelek, king of Gerar, admonished 
Abraham earlier (see Genesis 20), so 
again he chastised Isaac for the same 
deceit. The tension between them 
forced Isaac to depart, even as their 
servants continued to quarrel over 
scarce water wells. It would appear that 
Isaac’s duplicity had jeopardized his 
safety in God’s promised land.

But God did not abandon Isaac. 
Appearing at Beersheba, the Lord 
offered an encouraging word: “Do 
not be afraid, for I am with you; I 
will bless you and will increase the 
number of your descendants for the 
sake of my servant Abraham” (v. 24). 
Later, animosity with Abimelek was 
exchanged for peace and further 
blessing. God’s covenant promise of 
blessing was not nullified by weak faith, 
and Isaac’s response was appropriate. 
He “built an altar there and called on 
the name of the LORD” (v. 25). 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine.

Isaiah 43:1

READ GENESIS 26 [GENESIS 25—26]
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JULY

The contemporary song “Fear Not, For I Have 
Redeemed You (Isaiah 43),” by Esther Mui, puts 
to music God’s call in Isaiah 43:1 to put away fear 
in light of His faithful love. Listen to this song 
throughout your day as a meditative reminder that 
our fearful circumstances are nothing compared to 
God’s redeeming love and faithful promises in Christ.

God has used Moody students 
and alumni to reach the hearts 
with the gospel and encourage 
believers. Please support in 
prayer those who train students 
at MBI Spokane: Floyd Schneider, 
Michael Orr, Gerald Vreeland, 
Jennifer Mills, and John McMath.
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The Call of Jacob: Stolen Blessing
Most expectant couples give great 
thought to naming their child. They 
might select a name because it 
sounds beautiful, links the child to 
family relatives, or conveys something 
important about a child’s character.

That was certainly true in the story of 
Jacob, whose name literally means 
“trickster”! Scripture is clear that this 
important patriarch of Israel was no 
saint. Earlier, Jacob had connived to take 
Esau’s birthright (25:29–34). Now he 
worked to steal Esau’s blessing from his 
dying father. His actions were deceptive, 
and he repeatedly lied to his blind father 
about his true identity. Jacob cared for 
no one but himself, and he appeared to 
have no relationship with God. In fact, 
while with his father, Jacob spoke the 
name of God only once—as a means of 
supporting his own deception!

Then, hearing that Esau was preparing 
to kill him, Jacob fled to the protection 

of Rebekah’s family in Haran. The 
child of promise, a selfish trickster 
with no relationship with God, was 
now intentionally leaving the land of 
promise. Technically speaking, Jacob 
had secured the Lord’s blessing from 
Isaac. But would God be faithful to His 
promise with this deceiver? 

While Jacob journeyed, the Lord 
appeared in a dream, but remarkably 
the dream does not condemn Jacob. 
Instead, God proclaimed His covenant 
promises to Jacob: land, numerous 
offspring, and blessing for all nations. 
He promised Jacob both His presence 
and His protection. As a result, Jacob 
memorialized the place as sacred, 
naming it Bethel (“house of God”). Even 
here his faith was shallow. Where God 
had offered unconditional promises 
to Jacob, Jacob offered allegiance to 
the Lord only if God delivered on His 
promises. Jacob seems to have a small 
faith, with much room for growth. 

READ GENESIS 27:1–29; 28:10–22 [GENESIS 27—28]

SUNDAY
JULY
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I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you. 
Genesis 28:15

Do we view our relationship with God like a 
business deal, in which our faithfulness hinges 
on whether God does something for us? God has 
already loved us unconditionally. Surrender your 
desires to live on your own terms and embrace a 
life of faithfulness. Respond with thankfulness for 
God’s mercies already given in Christ. 

Concluding our prayers for the 
professors at Moody in Spokane, 
please add Jonathan Armstrong, 
Joshua Malone, Keith Krell, Marc 
Canner, Michael Kibbe, and 
Wendy Liddell to your prayer list. 
May their service bear rich fruit for 
the gospel.
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The Trickster Is Tricked
Pranksters love playing practical jokes 
on other people—and there is an ironic 
humor in seeing the trickster tricked by 
someone else. Today’s reading portrays 
such an irony as the trickster Jacob met 
his match in Uncle Laban.

As the story opens, things seemed 
to be moving positively for Jacob. He 
had just received God’s promise of 
presence and protection, and soon 
arrived at a well. There, after learning 
from shepherds that his Uncle Laban 
was nearby, his cousin Rachel showed 
up! Jumping into action, Jacob removed 
the large stone from the well and 
watered Rachel’s flock.

After revealing his kinship to Rachel, 
Jacob’s good fortune seemed to 
continue. When Laban heard the news, 
he embraced Jacob with words of 
joyful welcome, “You are my own flesh 
and blood” (v. 14), and allowed Jacob 
to remain in his home. Not only had 

Jacob met with the safety of family, 
but the beautiful Rachel was promised 
in marriage in return for Jacob’s labor. 
It would seem that Jacob had indeed 
escaped the danger of Esau back home. 

But then things took a turn for the 
worse. Laban’s own character proved to 
be as duplicitous as Jacob’s. After the 
agreed years of labor, on the night of the 
wedding, Laban switched the older sister 
Leah for the younger Rachel. Notice the 
irony of Jacob, the trickster’s response: 
“Why have you deceived me?” (v. 25). 
In turn, Laban asserted their custom of 
not having the younger child upstage 
the older—another ironic jab at Jacob’s 
own deception for those who know how 
Jacob secured God’s blessing. In the 
end, Jacob would get more wives than 
he bargained for, at a greater cost than 
he planned. It might seem at this point 
that God had disappeared from Jacob’s 
life, but as we will soon see, God never 
abandons His word once given.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding. 

Proverbs 3:5

READ GENESIS 29:1–30

18
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JULY

Jacob’s actions remind us that trusting in our 
own plans, resources, and ingenuity will not bring 
about the promises God intends for us. He alone 
can bring true blessing. In what areas of your life 
are you trusting more in your own efforts than in 
God’s leading? Give those aspects of your life over 
to God, asking Him for the faith to trust Him fully.  

During your time with the Lord 
today, please mention Ken Heulitt, 
Chief Financial Officer, in prayer. 
His office desires your prayer 
support for the financial decisions 
and for being good stewards of 
the resources the Lord has given 
to Moody.
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Jacob’s Blessings
One classic feature of comic books 
is that the superhero always has an 
arch enemy, a nemesis who presents 
a constant challenge. Time and again 
the plots of such stories are driven by 
the tension and suspense produced 
by these two characters vying for the 
upper hand.

If Jacob is the main protagonist in 
today’s reading, Laban was his nemesis, 
and they each struggled to gain the 
advantage over the other. Jacob 
complained of ongoing mistreatment by 
Laban. He had changed Jacob’s wages 
multiple times and profited greatly at 
Jacob’s expense. After their agreement 
about speckled flocks, Laban immedi-
ately tried to cheat Jacob at the outset 
(30:35–36). When Jacob tried to leave 
secretly, Laban quickly caught up to him 
and demanded a treaty. Clearly, neither 
man trusted the other. The treaty simply 
determined boundaries for keeping 
away from each other.

By the end of our reading, Jacob had 
gained the upper hand. He not only 
escaped a conniving uncle but he also 
departed with an abundance of children 
and wealth. Scripture tells us that Jacob 
“grew exceedingly prosperous and 
came to own large flocks, and female 
and male servants, and camels and 
donkeys” (30:43). But don’t miss the clear 
reason for Jacob’s blessing. Even Jacob 
recognized that it was God’s hand behind 
it all. When speaking with his wives, he 
explicitly identified God’s protection and 
blessing: “God has taken away your 
father’s livestock and has given them to 
me” (31:9). When speaking with Laban, 
Jacob recognized that without God’s 
help, he would be empty-handed. 

The God who had met Jacob at Bethel 
(Genesis 28) had kept His promise of 
presence and protection. Now that 
same God was calling Jacob back to the 
Promised Land. We begin to see Jacob’s 
growing faith by his intent to obey.  

READ GENESIS 30:25–31:55 [GENESIS 29:31–31:55]

TUESDAY
JULY
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Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of the heavenly lights.
James 1:17

Jacob’s life is the reminder that every blessing we 
have comes from God. Consider your life today and 
identify the many blessings you experience, whether 
health, employment, family, or provisions. Place that 
list before the Lord and give Him thanks for these 
good gifts which He has bestowed upon you, asking 
for wisdom to use those gifts as a blessing to others.

Please add to your prayers Moody 
students who study on Moody’s 
three campuses—in Chicago, 
Spokane, WA, and Plymouth, MI. 
They are the Christian leaders of 
tomorrow, and we ask the Lord to 
empower their life and ministry 
even now!
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New Man with a New Name
One scholar has called today’s reading 
a Mona Lisa wrapped in a Rembrandt. 
Jacob’s encounter with God is shrouded 
in mystery, similar to the mysterious coy 
smile of the Mona Lisa painting. But in 
the same way as Rembrandt’s art, the 
broader passage demonstrates the 
magnificence of God’s grace.

Through both the mystery and the 
magnificence, today’s reading reveals 
a changed Jacob. Returning to the 
land of promise, Jacob was no longer 
a poor runaway. He was blessed with 
abundance, and he was now a man of 
faith. Afraid of his advancing brother 
Esau, Jacob turned to God in prayer, 
recognizing God’s faithfulness and 
crediting Him for his blessings. He then 
pled for God’s deliverance, not because 
of his own merits but on the basis of 
God’s earlier promises.

As he prepared for a conflict with Esau, 
Jacob encountered a mysterious man 

who wrestled with him through the night. 
By early morning, Jacob realized that 
this was God Himself, and he asked for a 
blessing. Instead, he got a name change. 
He would no longer be Jacob (“trickster”) 
but Israel (“struggles with God”). And his 
name change indicates the character 
change as well. Instead of complaining 
against God for his hip injury or the 
repeated struggles of his life, Jacob 
declared God’s grace: “I saw God face to 
face, and yet my life was spared” (32:30).

Jacob’s new faith emerged when he 
encountered Esau. The once-estranged 
brother was now “like seeing the face 
of God” (33:10), and he credited God for 
the blessing of so many children. Later, 
he insisted that Esau receive his gifts 
because “God has been gracious to 
me and I have all I need” (33:11). Finally, 
the chapter ends with another expression 
of Jacob’s faith: he built an altar to his 
faithful and mighty God. Jacob-Israel was 
indeed a new man of faith.

God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.
Genesis 33:11

READ GENESIS 32—33
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JULY

Whom in your own life have you hurt or offended, 
and are now afraid to approach for forgiveness? 
Pray to God for courage, reminding yourself of the 
many blessings God has already given you. Then 
find that person and seek forgiveness from them 
and reconciliation with them, to God’s glory. 

Vice president Jim Elliott leads a 
dedicated team of Stewardship 
employees. He asks that you pray 
for his team, that the Holy Spirit 
would encourage them as they 
continue to build upon Moody’s 
tradition of good stewardship.
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Jacob Returns to Bethel
In theatrical productions, scenes often 
end with a technique known as a fade 
out. As the light dims, the characters 
on the stage recede out of view as 
darkness takes over. Genesis 34 and 35 
represents a kind of literary “fade out” 
of Jacob’s role in our narrative.

Learning of the rape of his daughter 
Dinah, Jacob apparently did nothing. 
Instead of defending her, Jacob receded 
to the background as his sons handled 
negotiations with Shechem’s father, 
Hamor. Hamor wanted Dinah as a wife 
for his son, along with a claim to their 
property and wealth. But Jacob’s sons 
had other plans. Using the covenantal 
sign of circumcision as a ploy to stage 
their revenge, they slaughtered the 
males of the city and plundered their 
livestock, women, and children. Despite 
their extreme revenge, Jacob was more 
concerned about his own safety than 
about his daughter’s trauma or his sons’ 
vengefulness. 

Despite Jacob’s passivity, God’s grace 
remained. Commanding Jacob to return 
to Bethel, God provided protection as 
they traveled, bringing terror upon the 
surrounding cities. Later, God appeared 
to Jacob and reaffirmed His promise of 
land and descendants. 

Once again, Jacob demonstrated his 
faith through his actions. His authority 
was waning, but Jacob ordered 
his family to rid themselves of their 
foreign gods. He intended to serve the 
“God, who answered me in the day of 
my distress and who has been with 
me wherever I have gone” (35:3). After 
arriving at Bethel, Jacob responded 
to God’s word by memorializing His 
promise in a tangible way. He “set up 
a stone pillar at the place where God 
had talked with him, and he poured 
out a drink offering on it” (35:14). Jacob 
struggled with a flawed character, but 
his faith was real. 

READ GENESIS 34:1–35:15 [GENESIS 34—35]

THURSDAY
JULY
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God . . . answered me in the day of my distress and 

has been with me wherever I have gone.
Genesis 35:3

Physical reminders of God’s care run throughout 
Scripture. Find a tangible way to memorialize God’s 
grace in your life, maybe placing an encouraging 
note on your kitchen counter, or planting a flower 
to prompt you to remember the life God brings 
you. Perhaps a piece of art hung in your home can 
become a reminder of God’s grace in your life.   

Moody’s ministry is possible thanks 
to our donors. Pray that through 
the service of Stewardship’s 
Planned Giving team—Crystal 
Davis-Landrum, Eric Beckman, 
Kirsten Miller, and Stephen Kott—
Moody’s connection with our 
friends would grow stronger.
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Generational Problems
Parents give their children a unique 
set of features, both physical and 
psychological. Hair color and height as 
well as character traits are passed from 
one generation to another. The same 
was true for Jacob’s family in today’s 
reading. Unfortunately, this included 
the generational pattern of conflict and 
deception, so noticeable in Jacob’s own 
life, which now continued with his sons.

Just as tension had defined the 
relationship between Jacob and Esau, 
animosity described the sibling rivalry 
between Joseph and his brothers. 
Jacob’s special love for Joseph 
(displayed in the exquisite robe), along 
with Joseph’s knack for tattling on his 
brothers, led them to hate Joseph. 
When Joseph then began sharing his 
dreams of reigning over them, Scripture 
tells us that the brothers were provoked 
to jealously, and “hated him all the 
more” (v. 5). Although their plan shifted 
from initially wanting to kill Joseph to 

throwing him into a pit and eventually to 
selling him for profit, the anger and hatred 
towards their brother was palpable.

Likewise, the deceptive qualities of the 
young Jacob earlier in Genesis now 
became evident in his sons. To cover up 
their actions, the brothers took Joseph’s 
prized coat, dipped it in goat’s blood, 
and showed it to their father. Jacob 
drew the (wrong) conclusion they had 
hoped for: “Joseph has surely been 
torn to pieces” (v. 33). Do not miss the 
irony. Just as Jacob once deceived his 
old father with clothing and the killing of 
a goat, so now his own sons deceived 
Jacob with clothing and the slaughter  
of a goat. The conflict and deception 
that had so marked Jacob’s own life 
spilled over to his sons. The despair 
in Jacob’s lament at the end might 
leave us without hope—but the story of 
Joseph is not over, and God’s grace is 
yet to be revealed.

If a wicked person turns away from all the sins they 
have committed . . . that person will surely live.

Ezekiel 18:21

READ GENESIS 37 [GENESIS 36—37]
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Consider your own family and possible recurring 
sin you see in yourself and relatives. Whether 
it’s patterns of failed relationships, addictions, 
or struggles with anger, we might be tempted to 
despair in the face of generational sin. But God is 
bigger than that, as the remainder of Genesis will 
show. God can break their destructive power.

Moody’s Stewardship 
representatives are in our prayers 
today. As they travel across the 
country, please pray for their 
safety, endurance, strength, 
as well as exciting ministry 
opportunities in their interactions 
with Moody’s donors.
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The Call of Joseph: Love in the Ruins
Makeover shows are one of the most 
popular types of reality television 
programs. Whether it’s changing the 
interior design, remodeling a house, 
providing a new hairstyle, or offering 
plastic surgery, viewers want to see the 
dramatic reveal of the transformation. 

Scripture shows us a deeper kind 
of transformation, not in outward 
appearance but in character and faith. 
Previous chapters provide no mention 
of Joseph’s relationship with God. He 
seemed spoiled, arrogant, and selfish; 
he never referenced God in his speech. 
But this chapter reveals a transformed 
Joseph. Now in Egypt, Joseph had 
risen in stature, served Potiphar well, 
and most important, was a man who 
resisted sin. Despite the repeated 
advances of Potiphar’s wife, Joseph 
refused. Notice the ultimate reason he 
gave for his steadfastness: “How then 
could I do such a wicked thing and sin 
against God?” (v. 9).  

As remarkable as Joseph’s relationship 
with God was, the more important 
lesson in this reading is God’s 
faithfulness to Joseph. We are told 
repeatedly that it was the Lord who 
caused Joseph to prosper (vv. 3, 5, 23). 
And Scripture highlights the prevailing 
theme of God’s presence, three times 
echoing the refrain: “the LORD was with 
Joseph and showed him steadfast love” 
(v. 21, ESV; also vv. 2, 23).  

Do not miss the context of these words. 
God’s presence and favor are upon 
Joseph regardless of his experiences. 
Joseph had been betrayed by his 
brothers, sold to traders, enslaved in a 
foreign land, risen to great prestige, been 
falsely accused, and thrown into prison. 
Yet, Scripture affirms God’s presence 
and blessing through it all, both as he 
prospered in Potiphar’s house and when 
he was thrown unjustly into prison. The 
Lord’s goodness and love were there for 
Joseph, in all his circumstances. 

READ GENESIS 39 [GENESIS 38—39]

SATURDAY
JULY
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That person is like a tree planted by streams of 

water . . . whatever they do prospers. 
Psalm 1:3

Psalm 23 echoes the idea that God’s loving care 
and presence are ours through all of life, both 
good and bad. If you have time this weekend, 
copy the psalm. Let the promises of God’s 
presence, mercy, and love remind you that no 
circumstances—not even the valley of the shadow 
of death—can separate you from Him.

Would you include in your 
prayers the ministry of Dr. Junias 
Venugopal, provost and dean 
Education? Lift up to the Lord his 
leadership responsibilities as he 
overseas all three branches of 
Moody education: Undergraduate, 
Seminary, and Distance Learning. 
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Forgotten in Prison
Two lost hikers huddled together, cold 
and hungry, waiting for rescue. Soon, 
a low-flying helicopter came into view. 
The hikers leaped up with joy, shouting 
and waving their arms. But the aircraft 
flew past without slowing. The hopeful 
moment of rescue was gone.

Joseph experienced a glimmer of hope 
for release from prison, which seemed to 
end badly. Scripture tells us that two of 
Pharaoh’s officers, having angered the 
king, were sent to the very prison where 
Joseph was held. One night both the 
cupbearer and baker were troubled by 
disturbing dreams. Joseph offered help, 
but not on his own. Notice Joseph’s 
continued faith in God through his 
words: “Do not interpretations belong to 
God? Tell me your dreams” (v. 8). 

In turn each of the officers reported the 
details of his dream, and Joseph gave 
their meanings: in three days, the baker 
would be hanged and the cupbearer 

would be restored to Pharaoh’s court. 
Just as Joseph said, after three days the 
Pharaoh had the baker put to death but 
restored the cupbearer to his service. 
This was Joseph’s chance for release! 
His only request was for the cupbearer 
to tell the king about Joseph so that 
he might be freed from his wrongful 
imprisonment. The chapter ends, 
however, on a dejected note: “The chief 
cupbearer, however, did not remember 
Joseph; he forgot him” (v. 23).

Joseph may very well have felt that 
God, not just the cupbearer, had 
forgotten him too. Despite his continued 
profession of God’s presence in his 
life, Joseph’s sorrowful circumstances 
remained. Others’ dreams were coming 
true, but what about the dreams of 
Joseph’s youth (Genesis 37)? Where 
was God and His promises of old? 
Had God forgotten? The ending of 
our chapter intentionally leaves us to 
ponder these questions.

Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you. 
Hebrews 13:5

READ GENESIS 40
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Do we sometimes feel forgotten by God in the face 
of the brokenness of our world? Today’s chapter 
demonstrates that God’s hiddenness does not 
mean He is absent or forgetful of His people. Let 
your worship this Sunday renew your trust in our 
God who does not forsake His people, even when 
we cannot always see His hand at work.

Paul Santhouse, VP of 
Publications, requests your 
prayers for the staff of Moody 
Publishers, that through every 
word they print, Christ will be 
lifted up, lives will be changed, 
and more souls will be saved.
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Keeping God First
Quarterback Kurt Warner had a true 
rags-to-riches story. Initially overlooked 
by the NFL, Warner found himself 
working as a stocker in a supermarket 
for the minimum wage. In 1998, he 
landed a backup position on the 
St. Louis Rams. When the starting 
quarterback was injured, Warner took 
over. The next year he led his team 
to Super Bowl victory where he was 
named both League and Super Bowl 
MVPs. Through it all, Warner gave God 
the credit for his success and continues 
a ministry today called First Things First.

The account of Joseph is a riches-
to-rags-to-riches story. In prison for 
over two years, Joseph was finally 
released when no one could interpret 
Pharaoh’s dreams. Upon giving both 
interpretation and counsel, Joseph 
was suddenly elevated to the highest 
level. In exchange for prison clothes, 
Pharaoh gave Joseph his own ring of 
authority, “robes of fine linen,” and “a 

gold chain around his neck” (v. 42). He 
was appointed second in command, 
and Scripture repeatedly emphasizes 
his authority over all the land (vv. 41, 43, 
45). By the end of the chapter, Joseph’s 
prediction and wise counsel both 
proved true, as “all the world came to 
Egypt to buy grain from Joseph” (v. 57). 

Joseph himself made it clear that this 
was all God’s doing. When asked if 
he could interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, 
Joseph replied: “I cannot do it . . . but 
God will give Pharaoh the answer he 
desires” (v. 16). Joseph was clear that 
God’s will would prevail, even over 
the great Pharaoh. Later, when Joseph 
named his sons, he again indicated 
God’s involvement in his life, stating 
that “God has made me forget all 
my trouble,” and “God has made me 
fruitful” (vv. 51–52). Joseph had risen to 
incredible power, but he remembered 
to keep God first.

READ GENESIS 41

MONDAY
JULY
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Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.
Matthew 6:33

God does not promise us honor and wealth like 
Joseph, and in fact, Joseph considered God’s 
comfort and his children better gifts than political 
power. God does promise to provide for our needs 
if we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness 
(Matt. 6:33). Make God and His plan your focus 
and aim in life, leaving the other concerns to Him.

Please pray for the Audience 
Development staff at Moody 
Publishers: Ashley Torres, Denise 
Ortiz, Grace Park, and Holly 
Kisly. May God powerfully use 
their service in readers’ lives, 
continuing to enrich the hearts of 
believers around the world.
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Change of Heart
In our technological age, data-collecting 
software can track our every move. Our 
web surfing, purchasing habits, movie 
streaming, and cellphone locations all 
create a picture of who we are when 
(seemingly) no one is looking. 

Our text today offers us a similar 
picture of the true attitude of Joseph’s 
brothers when they thought they were 
unobserved. With a famine in the 
land, Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to 
buy food. When they arrived, Joseph 
recognized them—but the brothers did 
not recognize Joseph, now an Egyptian 
overlord. Scripture says that Joseph 
“spoke harshly to them” (v. 7), accusing 
them four times of being spies. The 
brothers protested, explaining that they 
were sons of one man and that their 
younger brother was back home. In turn, 
Joseph demanded to see this younger 
brother as proof, throwing them all into 
prison for three days, then retaining 
Simeon and sending the others away. 

It might appear that Joseph was being 
vindictive toward his brothers, but he 
was testing their attitudes and desire 
for reconciliation. Joseph’s heart was 
actually soft toward his brothers. He 
wept when he heard their private con-
versation, and he returned their money 
in their sacks when they departed. 
Revealing his identity too quickly would 
have provoked their pleas for mercy but 
not necessarily repentance.

Joseph’s treatment of the brothers 
helped to prick their consciences. 
Seeing their own lives in jeopardy, they 
were reminded of the way they had 
treated Joseph: “Surely we are being 
punished because of our brother” (v. 21). 
Indeed, the difficulty of the situation 
brought a change in the brothers’ 
hearts. They were no longer indignant 
and murderous but humble and 
repentant. Most importantly, with their 
genuine confession, true reconciliation 
and healing would now be possible.

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
rather that they turn from their ways and live.

Ezekiel 33:11

READ  GENESIS 42
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Find time this week to allow the Holy Spirit to 
conduct an honest and thorough examination 
of your life—both in relationship to God and to 
others. As the Spirit identifies your sin, write 
it down. Once done, confess that list to God, 
then throw the paper away, rejoicing in your 
forgiveness.

Ask God to help the Audience 
Development team—Parker 
Hathaway, Janis Backing, Zack 
Williamson, Michele Forrider, and 
Richard Knox—increase Moody 
Publishers’ outreach, “expressing 
spiritual truths in spiritual words” 
(1 Cor. 2:13).
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The Mercy and Faithfulness of God
Hunger is one of the most basic, 
powerful drives of the human body. 
Without food, there is no life. As a 
result, hunger can lead people to do 
things we would not normally do. Such 
was the case with Jacob.

As the famine continued and food 
ran out, Jacob called for his sons to 
return to Egypt for supplies. His sons, 
however, reminded him of problem—
Benjamin must go with them! Fearing 
the loss of another son, Jacob resisted; 
but finally hunger, and a pledge by 
Judah, prevailed. Gathering gifts along 
with double money to repay the earlier 
mistake, Jacob sent off Benjamin and 
his other sons to Egypt. His final prayer 
put the whole affair into the merciful 
hands of God.

In the narrative that follows we begin to 
see the outworking of that mercy upon 
the brothers. When they arrived in Egypt, 
Joseph ordered them to his house. The 

brothers feared punishment for the 
money found earlier, but the steward 
assured them all was well. The initial 
answer to Jacob’s prayer for mercy was 
coming true—water for washing, food 
for donkeys, Simeon restored, Joseph 
(still unknown to them) speaking well to 
them, and a feast from the royal table. 
God Himself is named as the source of 
blessing: “Your God, the God of your 
father, has given you treasure in your 
sacks” (v. 23). In these troubling times, 
God’s mercy shone forth. 

There is more here than just mercy; 
God’s faithfulness to Joseph is also 
implied. Back in Genesis 37, Joseph had 
twice dreamed that his family would 
bow before him. Now, in fulfillment 
of that dream, when Joseph entered 
the house the brothers “bowed down 
before him to the ground” (v. 26), and 
then later bowed down again in verse 
28. God’s mercy and faithfulness are  
on display.  

READ GENESIS 43
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His compassions never fail. They are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22–23

Joseph waited decades before the fulfillment of 
his youthful dream. At many points, it seemed that 
being in a position of authority in his family was 
the most unlikely scenario imaginable. If you are 
waiting for God to answer your prayers, remember 
that He is faithful even when He seems silent. His 
mercy and compassion for you remain sure. 

Keeping Moody Publishers 
in prayer, please mention the 
Business Manager staff: Duane 
Koenig, Gregory Miller, John 
Matsuoka, Michael Davis, and 
Stephen Gemeiner. Ask God for 
good teamwork, communication, 
and encouragement.
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God’s Good Plan
A man received a postcard in the mail 
with a car key attached; all he had to do 
was come to the dealership to claim his 
new car! Unfortunately, when he arrived 
at the dealership he discovered the 
disappointing truth: there was no prize 
car, only salesmen looking for a new 
sale. The original news was too good  
to be true.

Joseph’s brothers felt like their trip 
to Egypt had been too good to be 
true. They departed for home with an 
abundance of food, Simeon restored, 
Egyptian goodwill, and Benjamin safe 
and sound. And then Joseph’s steward 
caught up to them. He demanded 
that they return the stolen royal cup, 
and a search soon produced the cup 
in Benjamin’s sack! Unknown to the 
brothers, Joseph had devised one last 
test. Would they abandon their younger 
brother as they abandoned Joseph 
years ago, or would they protect him?

The brothers headed back to Egypt. 
Once there, Judah pleaded with Joseph 
to allow him to switch places with the 
younger brother, Benjamin. Notice the 
change in Judah’s character. Where 
he had once so callously abandoned 
Joseph for his own gain years ago (see 
Genesis 37), he now willingly offered his 
own life in Benjamin’s place. Moved by 
Judah’s plea, Joseph finally broke down 
weeping and revealed himself to his 
long-estranged brothers. 

This joyful scene was more than just 
a family reunion. God’s own hand was 
behind it all as a way to provide for 
Jacob’s family in time of dire need. 
Joseph’s own words capture the 
theological message of today’s reading: 
“It was to save lives that God sent me 
ahead of you . . . So then, it was not you 
who sent me here, but God” (45:5, 8). 
Though hard to understand at times, 
God’s plan was for their good. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and faithful in 
all he does.

Psalm 145:17

READ GENESIS 44:1–45:15 [GENESIS 44—45]
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Often hindsight produces clarity about God’s good 
plans. Reflect on the course of your own life—your 
jobs, your homes, your experiences, the people 
you’ve met. How has God used them to provide 
for you and those you love? Choose one or two 
specific examples and share those with a friend or 
family member as a way of bringing glory to God.  

Please add to your prayers 
the staff of Moody Publishers 
Fulfillment: Arthur Eastern, Chieu 
Nguyen, Ernesto Laya, and James 
Seffinga. May they work well 
as a team as they fulfill orders 
providing quality Christian books 
for readers.
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A Contrast of Fortunes
According to the U.S.D.A., the summer 
of 2012 marked the worst U.S. drought 
in fifty years. As a result, rivers bottomed 
out, wildfires increased, farms produced 
meager harvests, livestock suffered, and 
shoppers saw increased prices in stores. 
The negative effects of the drought were 
experienced by many, but the famine 
in Egypt at the time of Joseph was 
exponentially more devastating.

The effect was extreme, not just for 
surrounding nations, but for Egyptians 
themselves. As Joseph had promised, 
the famine continued for seven years, 
and in the course of time the Egyptian 
people came to Joseph for food. At first 
they depleted their money. Once that 
was gone, they sold their livestock. In 
the end, the people sold off their land 
and even their freedom in exchange for 
food. It was desperate times in Egypt.

Yet notice the one group that seemed 
to avoid desperation: Jacob and his 

household! When they arrived in Egypt 
and were taken to meet Pharaoh, the 
king of Egypt treated them with respect 
and generosity. They were given the 
“best part of the land” (47:6) to tend 
both their own livestock and Pharaoh’s! 
Then, in contrast to the suffering 
Egyptians, Jacob and his family thrived. 
In a season of extreme scarcity, “they 
acquired property there and were 
fruitful and increased greatly in number” 
(47:27).

Make no mistake about the cause 
of their abundance. God’s hand was 
behind it all. Before Jacob even left for 
Egypt, God appeared to him in a vision. 
His message was clear: Jacob may 
have been leaving the land of promise, 
but the God of promise had not 
changed. His presence and protection 
would go with Jacob even to the last 
of his days. The contrast of fortunes in 
today’s reading demonstrate that God 
was true to His word. 

READ GENESIS 46:1–7; 47:1–31 [GENESIS 46—47]
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I am God . . .  I will surely bring you back again.

Genesis 46:3–4

Today’s reading shows us that our circumstances 
don’t determine our blessing—God does. The 
situation may not look good, but our God is a God 
of promise and provision. What problems in your life 
seem insurmountable? Prayerfully commit to focus 
not on those external circumstances but on God as 
the true provider, and give it all into His strong hands. 

Again, pray for the Moody 
Publishers Fulfillment team: James 
Tran, Junico Arroz, Matthew Tran, 
and Michael Alcazar. We value 
their contribution to Moody’s 
ministry of proclaiming in print the 
Christian values and the truth of 
God’s Word.
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Last(ing) Words
In our modern world death has become 
a largely private, even isolated event, 
often hidden away in a hospital room. 
In the ancient world, however, dying 
was a family event. If possible, a dying 
patriarch would gather his children 
together for final words. That is our 
scene today—Jacob, now at the end  
of life, gathered his family to bestow a 
final blessing. 

In the first scene, Jacob spoke a special 
word of blessing over Joseph’s sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh. Notice that 
the blessing was rooted in God and 
His promise. Before pronouncing the 
blessing, Jacob recalled the God “who 
has been my shepherd all my life to 
this day” (48:15). The words which 
followed promised blessing and many 
descendants (albeit a greater portion 
for Manasseh). The words of Jacob 
intentionally echoed God’s original 
promise to Abraham, because the 
source of the blessing was not Jacob  

or his forefathers but their God—the 
God of promise. All blessings we receive 
have their source in our faithful God.

In the next scene, Jacob gathered all 
his sons together for final blessings and 
prophetic words. Scripture records that 
the longest of the blessings belonged 
to Judah, our focus in Genesis 49. 
Judah’s descendants were promised 
leadership and authority, but central to 
Jacob’s words are 49:10: “The scepter 
will not depart from Judah . . . until he 
to whom it belongs shall come and 
the obedience of the nations shall be 
his.” In an important sense, the coming 
kingship of David would be a fulfillment 
of these words, but David himself would 
die and his kingdom would end. 

Only in Jesus the Messiah, the “Lion of 
the tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5), is God’s 
promise through Jacob is ultimately 
fulfilled. He is the true and everlasting 
king of Judah on earth.

See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has triumphed.

Revelation 5:5

READ GENESIS 48:8–49:12 [GENESIS 48:1–49:28]

SATURDAY 
JULY

In addition to an everlasting reign, Genesis 49:10 
also predicts the “obedience of the nations” to 
the ruler of Judah. Philippians 2:10 proclaims that 
fulfillment in Christ, stating that “at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow.” Praise Jesus today 
that He is your Lord, and that one day He will 
receive the worship of all the world. 

Greg Thornton, senior vice 
president of Media, welcomes 
prayer for the radio and publishing 
ministries that he oversees, and 
for all the people whose lives 
have been and continue to be 
changed when God uses Moody. 
All praise goes to the Lord!

30



APPLY THEAPPLY THEAPPLY  WORD PRAY WITH US

TODAY IN THE WORD38

Forgiveness: The Final Call
“Revenge is a dish best served cold!” 
Historians debate the origins of this 
quote, but the sentiment is unmistakable: 
rather than take vengeance while an 
insult is still fresh, better to wait so that 
the offending party does not see your 
revenge coming.

Jacob had died. Per his father’s last 
request, Joseph and his brothers 
returned to Canaan with “a very large 
company” (50:9) to bury him in the cave 
of his forefathers. Once they all returned 
to Egypt, however, the brothers’ fears 
about Joseph’s true intentions emerged.  
Perhaps Joseph had delayed vengeance 
only to serve it up now. 

They concocted a story about Jacob’s 
dying wish was to have Joseph forgive 
his brothers. They threw themselves 
before Joseph, confessing their crime 
against him, and pledging themselves 
to Joseph as his slaves. Four times they 
mentioned their “sins” and “wrongs” 

committed against Joseph (vv. 15–17). 
They were repentant, but also worried 
about revenge.

But Joseph displayed no grudge at 
all. Upon hearing their plea, he wept 
and then spoke words of kindness and 
wisdom: “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 
place of God? You intended to harm 
me, but God intended it for good” 
(50:19–20). Following those words, 
Joseph pledged to provide for his 
brothers and their families. His deep 
sense of God’s providential goodness 
(even in harmful circumstances) led 
Joseph to exercise similar goodness 
and reconciliation with his brothers. 

This was Joseph’s calling—to turn evil 
into a blessing for others. His only 
request in these last verses of Genesis 
is to have his bones returned to Canaan, 
knowing that God would one day return 
His people to the land of promise.

READ GENESIS 49:29–50:26
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God will surely come to your aid.

Genesis 50:24

As we close our study of Genesis, we see how 
understanding God’s providence can lead to 
proper reconciliation. Where is God calling you 
to forgive and reconcile with someone who has 
harmed you? Ask God for the wisdom to see His 
hand in all things, and the grace to grant true 
forgiveness to that person in your life.  

Today, let’s prayerfully reflect 
on everything God showed us 
through this month’s study. Thank 
Him for the examples of the 
lives of believers in the book of 
Genesis and the encouragement 
we have that the same God 
guides our lives as well.
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In the morning, LORD,
you hear my voice;

in the morning I lay my requests
before you and wait expectantly.

Psalm 5:3 
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